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^Hinted  by  william  graV- 


it  iiS  a  great  misfortune  to  have  an  Emperor  under  whom  all 
things  are  foi bidden  and  criminal ;  but  a  still  greater,  to  have 
<>ne  under  whom  all  things  are  allowed.  For  in  the  former 
case,  injustice  proceeds  from  an  individual ;  but  in  the  latter, 
the  oppressors  are  innumerable  and  continually  changmg.  All 
who  then  ac(juire  a  momentary  ascendancy,  become  tyrants, 
the  more  eager  that  their  power  should  be  felt,  as  they  know 
ita  duration  will  b«  short.  Speech  of  M.  Junius, 


NERVA, 


4  COLLECTION  OF  PAPERS  PUBLISHED  0 
THE  MONTREAL  HERALD. 


^^Tbe  thing  which  isy  is  that  which  hath  hesjt^ 
and  there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun^ 

IRFXAND,  in   1798,  by  the  vigour  and 
firmnefs  of  the  administration  of  Lord 
Westmorland,  had  feen  tranquility  fucceed 

to  disturbance.  The  feditious  in  office  were 

deprived  of  their  employments.- — ^The  agents  of 
disaffed:ion  were  reftrained  and  puniflied,  and 
the  executive  aded  upon  the  juft  conviction,  that 
tQ  temporise  with  the  turbulent  would  be  to  en** 
courage  them. 

At  this  period,  Earl  Fitzwilliam  succeeded  to 
the  vice-royalty,  who  probably  with  an  intention.; 
of  conciliating  every  refradory  fpirit,  and  of  re-  > 
moving  every  obstacle  to  unanimity,  adopted  a 
courfe  of  measures  diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe 
of  the  former  viceroy.    He  reftored  to  higher 
offices  thofe  who  had  been  displaced^  and  feemed 
to  consider  thofe  who  had  fallen  under  the  lafl^ 
of  the  former  adminiflration,  as  peculiarly  entitled, 
to  preferment  under  him  :  forgetful  that  ads  of 
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Government  fliould  be  permanent,  consistent, 
and  refpefted,  although  Governors  might  he 
:  temporary:  forgetful  alfo  th  t  to  single  out,  as 
^  objects  of  particular  preference,  perfons  particu- 
larly obnoxious  in  his  predeceflbr's  administration 
would  be  to  render  the  cenfure  of  the  executive 
in  future,  a  fubjeft  of  contempt,  and  that  subse- 
quent governors,  by  following  nis  example  would 
be  taiight  to  consider  his  censure  as  a  matter  of 
indifference,  if  not  a  cause  for  advancement. 

Yet  Earl  Fitz-wilUam's  meafures,  however  pro«^ 
mising,  in  fpeculation,  failed  to  p^-oduce  the  de- 
sired effed:  in  their  execution.  He  met  with  no 
gratitude  froni  thofe  he  prom^Hed,  and  no  sup- 
port from  the  partizans  of  their  ancient  cabals  : 
the  former,  with  natural  felf  complacency,  im^ 
puted  their  advancement  to  the  neceffity  felt  by 
government  for  their  services  ;  the  latter  to  its 
timidity  or  weaknefs.  The  latter  therefore  con- 
sidered this  first  fuccefs  as  an  earnell  of  future 
fortune,  when  they  alfo  Ihould  make  themfelves 
feared 

A  period  of  diflreft  and  danger  fhortly  after 
arrived,  when  Ireland  was  menaced  with  imme- 
diate invasion,  by  a  French  force,  and  was  the 
aufpiclous  season  chosen  by  this  patriotic  band, 
(n.ost  of  whom  had  been  reftored  to  their  offices 
and  many  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Iriih 
houfe  of  commons)  for  the  great  difplay  of  their 
talents,  and  the  chief  exertion  of  their  flrength, 
in  opposing  the  wifhes  and  designs  of  govern- 
ment. Headed  by  a  party  leader,  who,  like  the 
4€magogues  of  fome  modern  republics^  could 
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ft  out  for  rigbts,  while  be  was  mtent  on  fubverting 
all  rights  but  hh  own,  and  who  impi;taJ  all  tl/e 
misfortunes  which  took  pLice  in  ^iie  Iridi  infur- 
retftions,  wholly  to  the  meafures  adopted  by  go- 
vernment in  quelling  them,  *  thefe  worthy  J  e- 
giflafors  discarded  the  idea  of  labouring  to  rt  Cto- 
re  tranquility  to  their  country,  or  of  giving  effed 
to  the  exertions  making  tor  its  defence,  and  even 
insinuated  that  t  ey  ought  not  to  engage  in  w^ars, 
occasioned  by  interests  in  which  they  had  n ) 
participation.    Grievances  were  the  mly  fubj  A 
of  their  laudable  investigation,  and  this  call  was 
publifhed  to  all  manner  of  perfons  "  Come  unto 
us  all  ye  that  are  heavy  laden  and  obtain  rtdrefs.  y 
After  fuch  an  invitation,  it  could  not  be  suppofed 
that  caufes  of  complaint  would  remain  long  undif- 
covered  ;  and  indeed  an  jibundant  harvest  of  gri- 
evances of  rapid  and  luxuriant  growth  foon  ripe- 
ned before  them— among  such  a  set  of  men,  could 
grievances  be  long  vv^anting,  while  the  King  en- 
joyed prerogatives,  the  nobles  held  privileges,  or 
tlie  judges  poffeffed  independence  ?  By  turns  we- 
re all  these  subjeQed  to  their  zealous  and  loyal 
animadversion. 

It  was  now  perceived  that  a  recourse  to  for- 
mer vigorous  meafures,  a  departure  from  v^^hich 
had  been  produdlive  of  so  much  inconvenience, 
could  aloxie  be  consistent  with  security  !  that  a 
body  of  men  intent  only  on  rendering  all  autho- 
rity fubservient  to  their  own,  and  attacking  at 

once 

*  See  fpeechcs  in  the  Triih  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
t  See  proceedings  iii  Dublin  in  1798. 
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once  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  the  dlgnrty 
of  the  Upper  Houfe,  and  the  independence  of 
t^;:e  Judiciary,  could  be  kept  in  order  only  by 
the  resiftance,  a:nd  not  by  the  conceffions  of  the 
executive.    That  to  silence  the  most  clamorous 
by  grants  of  pov;er  or  place,  would  be  to  raif<5 
up  an  endiefs  succeflion  of  new  claimaints  oi  e- 
qual  avidity,  and  that  no  Government  can  ex- 
pedl  to  l»ave  faithful  fervants,  if  the  path  of  fedi- 
tion  be  the  road   to  preferment  ;    and  if  it 
lavifhes  its  best  rewards  on  thofe  who  have 
iTioft  effedually  obstructed  its  meafnres.    It  was 
considered  that  raising  his  enemies  to  power, 
hadcoft  Charles  the  ist  his  kingdom  ;  that  the.j 
conceffions  of  Louis  the   i5th  to  the  national' 
convention,  were  thecaufe  of  his  ruin  ;  and  that 
rulers  to  be  long  loved  muft  alfo  be  feared — 
"Vv  hoever  is  feared  by  none,  can  proted:  none, 
and  what  motive  can  exift  for  attachment  to  a 
Government  incapable  of  affording  protedlion* 

NERVJ. 

N.  B.  As  the  consideration  of  Irilli  affairs  of 
recent  date  is  not  v/ithout  interest,  it  will  be  re-» 
fumed  occasionally. 

March^  i8ij. 
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[No.  li.] 

^^fhe  thing  which  Is^  b  that  which  hath  been^  and 
there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun.^^ 

AFTEit  thelapfeof  a  twelvemoath,  during 
wnich  indifpofition  has  allowed  no  extrane* 
ous  concerns,  to  mirlgle  with  perfonal  fuiF^rings, 
we  feel  with  returning  health,  a  renewal  of  the  in- 
terqft  excited  by  the  fituation  of  others,  and  Ner« 
VA,  according  to  promife,  refumes  the  confider- 
ation  of  Irifli  affairs . 

The  enlightened  and  judicious  biographer  of 
the  younger  Pitt,  bellows  fevere  and  unqualified 
tenfure  on  the  adminiftration  of  Ireland  under 
Earl  Fitz-William,  while  the  friends  of  the  latter 
have  endeavored  to  palliate  the  errors  they  could 
not  deny,  and  to  juftify  his  motives  where  t/iey 
could  not  juftify  his  meafures.     But  we  as  politi- 
cal enquires?  ought  only  to  examine  his  conduct 
to  determine  whether  the  blame  of  his  cenfors  be 
merited  or  unjuft  ;  for  of  his  motives  we  mufi;  e- 
ver  remain  in  ignorance,  and  w^ere  they  even 
known  to  us,  they  are  confiderations  with  which 
we  could  have  no  concern,  becaufe  the  fubje£t 
of  our  enquiry  is  not  the  charader  of  the  man, 
but  the  condud  of  the  ruler.    We  ask  not  what 
were  his  intentions ^   but  v/h ether  his  meafures 
tvere  j  udicious,    and  whether  at  the  time  of 
their  adoption  men  ot  information  and  refled:iou 
in  Irelandjconfidered  them  as  calculated  to  produce 
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advantage  or  laiury  ?  Whettier  Counsellors, 
>Wa  grey  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  ad- 
vif^vj  an  1  appr  v-d  them,  or  whether  with  pre- 
fu nptuous  confidence  in  his  perfonal  knowledge 
he  rejected  the  opinions  of  t  e  w  II  informed,  to 
follow  t'^e  f^jggeft'ons  of  his  own  incapacity  ? 
And  whether  he  facfificed  or  endangered,  for  the 
vaifi,  fp'  cious,  and  de^uHve  mockery  of  an  un- 
founded &  trandent  popularity,  the  real  interefts 
of  his  king  and  the  future  tranquility  of  his 
'country  ? 

By  tiiefe  tefts,  as  the  only  fair  criteria,  L^t  us 
for  11  our  opinivjns  of  the  Viceroy,  and  wc  fhali 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  influence  of  pre- 
pofTeffion  or  of  error. 

Between  two  fyftems  of  government  propofed 
for  adoption,  theorifts  may  often  find  it  difficult 
to  determine  the  claims  to  preference  ;  becaufe 
the  peculiar  defedls  of  each  may  be  compen-" 
fated  hv  peculiar  advantages  ;  but  where  a  fyftem 
of  government  is  already  eftablifhed,  there  are 
certain  rules  for  its  exercife,  from  ^j^cdthe  ex- 
perience of  praftical  politicians  will  pronounce 
all  deviation  to  be  improper  and  hazardous.  Of 
thefe  rules,  the  moft  univerfaliy  admitted  is,  that 
aU  ci:anges  fhould  be  gradual,  not  abrupt,  fliould 
be  nec^fla^y,  not  ex|)enmental — ^But  Earl  Fitz- 
William  began  his  inn*:  vati{)ns  upon  his  entrance 
into  office,  without  waiting  to  afcertain  whet  .er 
J  ord  Weftmoreland's  meafores  v/ere  adapced  to 
the  fituation  cf  thecc  u  itry,  without  indeed  knew- 
iiig  what  the  fituation  oi  the  country  required  * 
or  whethera  ludden  chauge^  even  from  whatmight 


(   9  ) 


originally  havebeen  improper,  would  not  producei| 
greater  evil  than  that  which  it  fhould  be  intended 
to  correft.    His  proper  path  had  indeed  been 
marked  out  for  him,  and  every  obflrudtion  and 
difficulty  removed  by  Lord  Weftmoreland,  whofe 
labours  had  they  been  turned  to  advantage,  would 
have  enabled  his  fucceflbr  to  purfue  with  perfect 
tafe  and  fafety,  a  courfe  at  once  confiftcnt  with 
his  own  honor,  and  with  the  dignity  of  his  gov- 
ernment.   Yet  thefc  advantages  were  overlooked 
or  Jefpifed  by  the  Earl  who,  like  fome  rulers,  in 
whom  vanity  has  predominated  over  judgment, 
difdained  to  govern  in  any  refped:,  according  to 
the  prefcription  or  example  of  another     In  con- 
fequence,  he  was  fpeedily  furrounded  by  men  of 
principles,  avowedly  inimical  to  thejuft  and  long 
eftabliihed  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  who  were 
theobje<fls  of  his  peculiar  notice,  and  moft  gra- 
cioufly  received  at  his  table  and  his  court.  Situ- 
ations of  truft  and  power  were  accumulated  upon 
individuals  unknown  before  in  departments  of 
ftate,    and  incapable,  as  well  as  regardlefs  of  the 
performance  of  their  official  duties,  while  their 
rapacity  was  fo  infatiable,  as  to  T^rce  from  the  un- 
willing viceroy  himfelf,  the  obfervation,  that  if 
England  and  Ireland  were  given  to  them  as  ef- 
tates,  they  v/ould  ask  for  the  Ifle  of  Man  as  a 
kitchen  garden. 

A  vicerpy  with  the  affiftance  of  affiociates,  de- 
pendants, and  companions  of  so  unufual  a  caft, 
it  would  be  natural  to  expe<ft  would  differ  in  prin- 
•  cipleand  in  adion  from  moft  reprefentatives  of 
Rcyahy.  And  the  event  fully  juftified  the  expec* 
B  tation. 


(  ) 

i^ationc  The  conciliation  nf  the  wort iilefs  became  I 
^is  primary  objed:  and  conceffion  was  confiderea  { 
tlxc  principal  means^  '  "y 

In  this  fpirit,  diffaffe  ion  was  in  fome  cafe^ ! 
{offered  to  purfue  its  woi  k  unmolefted  ;  and  j 
others  where  the  fentence  of  the  law  had  beei^i  | 
formally  pronounced,  the  punifhment  was  remitr  ^ 
ted  in  a  manner  which  exp ofed  the  adminiTiratiori 
of  juftice  to  obloquy  and  induced  the  ignorant  tp 
confider  all  reftraints  upon  Ucentioufnefs  as  ads 
of  oppreffion.    We  lament  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  in  times  of  difficulty,  to  leffen  the  Majefty  of 
the  laws,  is  to  endanger  the  rights  of  the  throne, 
which  he  was  fent  to  defend  ;  &  to  fabvert  the  fe- 
cial orddr  which  he  was  bound  to  fupport.    We  ^ 
lament  alfo  that  he  bad  no  friend  at  hand  to  fug-  ' 
gcft  to  him,  and  no  refiexion  to  convince  him, 
that  conciliation  is  not  tnc  neceiTary  confequence 
of  concefFiOn  :  The  lefTons  of  hiilory,  or  a  know- 
ledge of  the  human  heart  wou^d  equaHy  {how 
that  they  are  ieldom  caule  and  efiect.    All  who 
from  principle  are  interefted  in  thi  prefervation  ? 
of  the  power  or  dignity  of  government,  mull  feel 
irritated  by  con^-effions  in  faTour  of  turbulence  or 
fsdition  ;  an  J  the  favour  of  a  few  -^eartlefs  adher-"f 
ents,  would  be  :! early  purchafeu  by  the  facrifice  < 
of  the      )d  opinion  of  the  enlightened  and  the 
loyal.    He  w-^o  carries  his  fyitem  of  concefnon 
fo  far  as  to  facrifice  or  oSrmd  friends  of  tried  fidel- 
ity, for  the  acqijifition  of  doubtful  or  daugerou8 
adherents,  m.ay  if  he  pleafes  dignify  his  condudl 
by  ti  e  name  of  concdiation,  but  will  not  have 
r^^uca  cause  to  rejoice  m  its  refult,  or  to  congraiu- 
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late  hi  mfelf  upon  the  eiTecls  of  ids  increafing  po- 
pularity He  may  indeed  be  uled  hy  the  pccple 
as  a  tool  for  a  time,  but  will  cerfainly  be  thrown 
afidc  even  by  his  greateft  admirers,  as  wanting 
edge  or  po^  er  ,  ihe  moment  the  ?:d:ion  he  haS 
protected  and  advanced  11,^11  find  him  unwil' 
ling  or  unable  to  promote  the  interefts  of  a  diC- 
organizing  democracy  ;  or  in  other  words  £hal! 
find  him  unable  or  unwilling  to  aid  in  deftroy*- 
ing  the  legitimate  rights  of  the  crow.u 

Whether  the  viceroy  was  influenced  by  feel- 
ings of  perfonal  refentment,  of  contempt,  or 
of  envy,  towards  his  vigorous  and  energetic 
predecefibr,  or  whether  hiscondud:  was  the  rc« 
fuh  ot  timidity,  the  biographer  does  not  fay  | 
but  allows  him  to  make  his  elecflion  between  the 
two  imputations  of  malevolence  or  of  weaknefe. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  Earl  thus  commen- 
ced was  continued  in  a  manner  which  evinced 
that  alteration  was  at  leaft  one  ol  its  objeds  ; — - 
AVhether  improvement  was  another  mufl;  be  left 
to  the  difcovery  of  his  friends,  for  we  are  forry 
to  ftate,  that  our  refearches  have,  as  yet  left 
us,  without  information  in  that  particular. 

NLRVA. 

Montreal,  Fd.  26^  1814. 
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[NFo.  III.]  - 

"  7he  thwg  which  is,  is  that  which  hath  bee=ny 
and  there  is  no  Jtew  thing  under  the  fun.  For, 
the  children  of  Belial  went  up  againfi  the  inhab^ 
itants  of  Mount  Sier^  and  when  they  had  made 
an  end  of  Mount  Scir^  they  all  helped  to  deflroy 
one  another 

N ERVA  again,  rcludantly,  but  as  a  duty,  re- 
sumes the  confi deration  of  the  misfortunes 
and  troubles  in  Ireland — fubjeds  ill  calculated 
to  afford  fatiffaction  ;  but,  as  a  check  to  our 
diflike  of  diftreffing  topics,  we  may  refled  that 
the  draught  which  contributes  moft  to  health 
is  often  leaflL4)l§afai>t  to  the  tafte,  and  that  the 
tontempmion^na  mjuftice  of  paft  times,  may 
tiot  be  unaccompanied  with  advantages. 

In  the  moft  celebrated  convention  of  Ireland, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Back  Lane  Parlia- 
ment, a  falfe  and  acrimonious  libel  was  drawn 
up  againft  the  eftablifhed  authorities,  which 
they  ftyled  ^petition  to  His  Majefty,  and  cauf- 
ed  to  be  prcfented  as  fuch  by  five  of  their  deleg- 
ates. 

In  the  public  affemblies  of  the  fame  country 
the  feditious  few,  who  ruled  and  guided  the 
ininds  of  tre  ignorant  many,  by  exciting  and 
ijlimulating  the  jealoufies  of  the  envious^  the 
projeds  pt  the  ciUibitiouSj  aad  the  fears  of  the 
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unprincipled,  raifed  a  general  outcry  in  favor 
ct  changfc,  and  vhe  fubverfion  of  .  ancient 
order.  It  \v  ould  be  d  ifficult  to  persuade  the  c^ii* 
tious  and  refleding,  that  alteration  neceflarily 
implies  reformation  5  and  they  would  be  care- 
ful never  to  confound  change  with  improvement 
*  -—Yet  change  v/ill  always  poffefs  attradions  for 
the  multitude,  becaufe  in  their  apprehenfions 
it  v/iil  always  feem  to  promife  wealth  to  the 
poor,  dignity  to  the  mean,  and  authority  to  the 
weak 

But  it  requires  no  puny  effort  to  effect  a 
change  and  overturn  the  eilablifhed  order  of 
things  ;  to  feize  for  the  profligate  the  accumu- 
lations of  the  iiAduftrious,  and  inveft  the  vile 
with  the  dignities  of  honour,  in  governments, 
here  the  cou  its  of  Juflice,  with  a  firiti  and 
fteady  hand,  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  confufion 
and  innovation.  The  bond  of  fociety  within 
itfeW,  he  tie  which  conneds  foreign  nations 
v/ith  each  other,  the  feu:  ct^  of  fccurity  to  the 
v;eak  againfl  the  encroachments  of  the  ilrong, 
the  charaderiitic  which  diitinguiihes  the  civili- 
zed from  the  savage,  the  foppoit  of  order,  pow- 
er, dignity,  happiners  and  independance,  eitLer 
cxift  in,  or  are  iormed,  foftered,  proteded 
^nd  encouraged  by  the  adminiftraiion  of  juftice. 
This  was  fee n,  felt,  and  underitood,  by  the  fe^ 
ditious  in  Ireianci,  and  to  ren  ove  fo  formidable 
a  barrier  to  the  promotion  of  their  views,  they 
formed  the  defign  (a  defign  wild  in  concepdon^ 
gzeat  in  ex.ent,  infamous  in  principle,  and 
hiiZ<;rdous  in  execution)  at  criminating  not  a 
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fingle  Judge,  not  a  fmgle  court,  but,  in  one  ia- 

difcriminate  and  uadiftlnguiihed  mafs,  all  "Cut 
Qourts  of  jiiilice  in  the  kingdom  of  Irei  md.  [a) 
It  is  a  rational  cariofity  w>.ich  prompts  us, 
even  where  evils  will  not  admit  of  remedy,  13 
enquire  fi*om  what  caufe  they  fprung,  a;  d 
with  what  defignsthey  v/ere  perpretated: — Here 
little  labour  of  rcfeareh  is  neceffary  to  obtain  the 
information*  In  the  univerfality  of  this  pro* 
scfipt'mi  we  difcGver  its  ohjedt.  Its  caufe,  ob- 
jed,  and  tend^jncy,  could  be  but''  one  AND 
INDIVISIBLE,''  Ox  if  thofe  who  have  charity 
even  more  tijan  fufficient  to  cover  all  their  fins, 
and  w^ho  vvnll  never  fuppofe  improper  or  crim- 
inal motives  for  the  commiffion  of  any  atrocity 
'however  flagrantj^—could  poffibly  imagine  its 
caufe  and  objed:  to  have  other  than  revenge  and 
anarchy, — its  tendency  w^culd  ftill  remain  unal- 
tered. 

Ireland  has  long,  and  w^e  believe  juftly,  been 
confidered  the  country  of  bold  adventure  and 
original  charader  j  and  we  cpnfider  this  fpeci- 

ment 

( a)  The  rliancellor  of  Irelaml,  Lord  Clare,  at  the  conclusion  of 
a" speech  which  has  been  characterized  as  heing  "  not  only  a 

masterly  display  of  manly  and  impressive  eloquence,  but  a&  a 
"  monument  of  genuine  pat- lot^sm,"  </bsej;ves,  "  ihat  the  Irish 
"  had  lately  had  recourse  to  a  nr  w  revolutiona^v  engine.  When 
"  it  was  found  that  the  protection  afTorded  to  the  wknesses,  ma- 
•'  gistrates,  and  jt^rors,  ensured  and  established  the  operation 

of  the  l;iws,  a  scheme  was  devis*^d  to  ai)use  the  adminiPtra- 
**  lion  of  justice.    Everyman  conrenicd  in  tha"c  administration 

was  held  up  as  the  most  corrupt,  tyTanmciri,  and  profligatci 
'*  characters  ;  the  truth  was  perverted,  the  n-ost  scaJidalo;:^ 
"  n;!srepjt;sen*ations  \y.ere  niac'e  of  the  conduct  of  the  Court  ;, 
*'  i-nd  the  whok  force  of  the  luiion  was  bent  to  ;»rf..-.v,v.'a---n  y- 
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men  of  licentloufnefs,  which  was  at  that  tim.^ 
without  precedent  or  parallel  in  any  other  coun- 
try, as  at  once  original  and  adventurous.  In  oth  er 
countries  confufion  has  been  introduced  by  flow 
and  often  imperceptible  gradation  :  but  the 
rifli  enthusiafts  preffed  it  onwards  with  "fuch  a 
blaze  of  impudence,  as  had  never  glared  upon 
the  world  before  "  In  other  countries  the  pio- 
neers to  the  army  of  miCrule  were  contented  to 
begin  their  attack  upon  order,  by  lopping  cfF 
the  young  and  tender  (hoots  ;  but  in  Ireland 
they  boldly  applied  the  axe  at  once  to  the  maf- 
fy  and  venerable  trunk.  Yet  we  would  not  re- 
commend the  plan  for  imitation — for  it  has  now 
loft  the  merit  of  originality,  witiiout  becoming 
more  eafy  of  accomplifhment — it  exhibits  too 
^ide  a  range  of  hofdlity,  for  the  exertion  of 
concentrated  vigour.  It  fhows  too  furious  a 
rage  to  injure,  not  to  call  forth  in  oppofitlon, 
the  energies  of  the  virtuous,  and  to  roufe  into 
action  even  the  meeknei's  of  the  peaceful. 

Could  the  Party  Leaders  in  Ireland  imagine, 
that  the  men  pf  fober  reafon  &  calm  refledioa, 
in  any  country ,would  be  Induced  to  believe,  that 
all  knov^ledge  of  the  laws,  and  all  love  of  juftice, 
had,  on  a  fudden,  forfaken.  the  courts,  their 
proper  fanduary,  in  order  to  enlighten  and  to 
purify  the  minds  of  the  evil  or  the  illiterate  ? 
Could  the  rejecting  imagine,  that  he  whofe 
grace  paffeth  all  underftanding,"  had  in  an  in- 
iiant  beftowed  upon  his  ele£t,  the  Democrats  of 
Ireland,  that  v/ifdom,  which,  to  lefs  fi-voured 
mortals,  comes  but  ae  the  fruit  of  ljudv,  or  the 
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leiT  »n.  of  experience  ?  Could  Uiey  iiippo'^  -^  tHat  . 
Heaven,  after  -.aving  hardened  in  its  wrath,  the 
hearts  of  the  Iriih  Judges,  had  feat  its  ^'  mti^fi'c 
dove,'*  to  fettle  on  the  heads  of  t  le  fad:io!.is  ?  {'>) 
Would  not  the  judicious  and  confidei-a^e,  o  i. 
the  contrary,  be  induced  to  believe,  that  t^  o[c 
whofe  chara(fl:er  and  fortune  ar:-  at  ftake  ;  vvhofe 
aim  in  fci,ence  is  not  to  fubferve  t  e  iftterefts  of 
an  individual,  but  to  promote  the  comnion  good 
and  dlred:  t  "c  general  courfe  of  j  iliice  :  w  :ofe 
tyranny  tould  procure  for  themfelves  no  pes  Icii'- 
al  adyantr.ge  ;  w^  ofe  fit-^^ation  leaves  thern  ho- 
thb:i'g.  to  hope,  but  every  thing  to  fear^  from  in- 
furre(5tion  and  di  ft  urban  ce., — -vvoiJd  not,  we  re- 
peat, the  judicious  aiid  confiderate  beiieve<j  that 
fuch  men  were  entitled  to  confidence  and  defer- 
ving^of  attachment  ?  Would  they  not  fee  witll 
alarm,  by  cf  aractcrs  of  what  cait  it  was  defirad  ^ 
to  fupply  the  places,  which  thofe  w^ho  then  held 
them,  had  fo  long  and  fo  worthily  filled  ?  P'-  nd 
would  toey  not  look  with  contempt  or  abhor»^ 
rence,  upon  the  clamours  or  accufations  of  thofe 
who  were  wnthout  character  or  fortune  to  be 
loft  ;  or  whofe  aims  in  fcience  were  merely  fell- 
ifh  and  venal ;  or  to  whom  change  only  held  out! 
profpeds  of  good,  without  a  counterpoife  in  tli^ 
fears  of  evil  ?  6'uch,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  would 
be  the  feelings  of  the  wife  ;  and  fuch  w^ere,  in 
Ireland,  the  feelings  of  all  who  were  honorable 
in  rank,  eminent  in  learning,  and  refpectabie 
in  worth.    But  they  confidered  it  their  duty 

c  not 

[b]  These  are  my  beloved  clilldrenin  I  am  well  pleu? 

ed. 
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not  to  confine  their  fentlments  and  approbatioi; 
within  their  own  breafts.  They  came  \  ublicly 
forward  to  refcue  from  undeferved  afperfions, 
the  entire  body  of  the  judiciary,  compofed  of 
men,  whom  paft  fervices  had  entitled  to  grati- 
tude, whom  experience  had  taught  wifdom, 
whomage  had  rendered  venerable— or  for  whom 
talents  and  worth  had  fecured  high  and  peculiar 
eftimatlon.  The  Corporations,  Grand- Juries, 
Nobility,  and  Gentry,  vied  with  each  other  in 
addrefTes  ;  fome  intended  for  the  throne,  and 
others  prefented  at  the  judicial  fittings,  expref- 
five  of  their  refpedtand  confidence  in  their  courts, 
their  equal  attachment  to  the  laws,  and  their 
adminlftration  ;  and  their  earneft  defire,  by  ev- 
ery exertion,  to  give  ftrength  and  permanence 
to  both. 

Let  us  hope — not  with  the  confidence  of  fol- 
ly, but  with  the  diffidence  of  the  wife,  ever  rea- 
dy for  new  exertions,  if  new  calls  {h3uld 
make  them  necefTary — ^that  their  virtuous  ef- 
forts may  not  prove  ineffedual — that  their  pat- 
riotic wifhes  may  not  be  difappointed — and 
that  when  peace  from  foreign  enemies  fliall  a- 
gain  wave  her  "  glad  Olive"  over  the  fons  of 
Erin — the  machinations  of  inteftine  foes  may 
not  difturb  their  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  of 
domeftic  tranquility. 

NERVA. 


No, 
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[No.  IV.] 

T'he  thing  which  /V,  is  that  which  hath  heen^ 
isf  there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  Sun.^^ 

NERVA  has  written  of  the  "  days  of  other 
years/'  (to  ufe  the  exprrffion  of  a  Poet, 
( a)  of  the  firft  among  nations  in  learning  and 
in  virtue)  and  under  the  repeated  aflurances,  that 
his  fpecuhitions  have  not  been  uninterefting,  he 
offers  a  continuation  of  his  obfervations  upon 
Irifli  affairs.  In  the  laft  number,  fome  allufions 
were  made  to  that  convention  known  in  Ireland 
by  t  ie  name  of  ti  e  Back  Lane  Parliament," 
and  with  fome  conjcdures  refpefting  this  body 
the  prefent  number  will  commence. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  Back  Lane  Parliament^ 
(which  we  will  charitably  imagine  to  have  beersi 
at  leaft  as  good  as  the  loi  g  Parliament,  or  that 
which  was  known  by  the  diftlnguiflied  appellation 
of  the  Rump  Parliament  in  England)  had  been 
the  third  branch  of  the  Legiflature  in  Ireland^ 
and  as  fuch  had  pafTcd  an  act  which  it  had  fent 
for  concurrence  to  the  upper  houfe.  If  appro- 
ved of  by  the  Lords,  it  would  probably  have 
become  a  law,  as  the  benevolence  of  his  Majefty 
has  rarely  difappointed  the  wifhes  of  the  reft  of 
the  legiflature — and  there  would  in  that  cafe  be 
no  doubt  of  its  propriety.  If  rejeded  by  the 
Lords,  let  us  fuppofe  the  Back  Lane  Parlianxcnt 

( a)  Ossiaa. 
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to  have  rcfolved,  that  the  rejedirn  was  a  viola- 
tion of  t/.eir  conftitutional  rights  and  privileges, 
and  an  additional  proof  of  the  uriliry  of  the  act. 
In  this  cafe^  alfo,  it  is  clear,  by  the  refoLutlon 
iifdf^  that  the  act  would  be  proper.    The  ap- 
probation of  the  Lords,  then,  being  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  form,  fmce  their  rejection   w^ould  of  it- 
felf  be  fufficient  to  (how  that  they  ought  to  have 
approved  ;  this   conclufion  irrififtibly  follows, 
that  the  Lords  muft  be  a  perfed:  nuifance,  a  ufe- 
lefs  incumbrance,  a  clog  in  the  wheels  of  the 
legifla-ure^  and  that  the  w'  ole  authority,  to  e- 
n  ;Cl  laws  ought  to  be  veiled  in  t  e  Back  Lane 
Farliam.ent.     Let  us  fuppofe  the   Back  i  ane 
Parliament  to  have  made  an  addrefs  to  the  Vice- 
roy of  Ireland,  defningthe  performance  of  fom.e 
zdi  of  the  executive.    If  the  defire  fhould  be 
complied  with  ;  the  Parliament  would  of  courfe 
be  fatifhed  ofits  propriety,     Ifcomphance  fhould 
be  refufcd  by  ths  viceroy  ;  let  us  fuppofe  tV^e 
Parliamient  to  refolve  (as  was  done  in  the  time 
of  the  unfortunate  Charles  L)  t  at  fuch  refufal* 
Vvas  a  violation  of  their  conftitution  and  privile- 
ges ;  here  again  we  fhould  fee,  that  they  only 
defired  what  w^as  proper  :  and  from  this  laft  re- 
solution we  fhould  learn  that  the  viceroy  ought 
to  be  ^-a  Have  to  their  powder  &  a  fervant  to  their 
will  "  (But  this  could  excite  no  fuiprife,  as  he 
had  indeed  on  many  occafions  fhovvm'  himfelf 
their  fervant  ;  regardlefs  cf  the  interefts  of  his 
mafter  ;  carelefs  of  the  permanent  fecurity  of 
the  country  over  which  he  prefided,  and  defi- 
fous  only  of  fecurjigthe  appearance  of  tranquiU 

'ity 
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iry  ^'vinni^  Ms  own  admin?0:raUon,  at  the  ex- 

p-:/  <  the  reputation  o.^  all  who  '  ad  preceded  ; 
and  at  the  facriiice  oft  e  peace  of  all  w  o  iliould 
fiicceed  lum,)  aiid  undrr  theie  two  refolution^^  it 
w^ould  h'^rme  perfed-ly  plain,  that  the  Ba-^^ 
Lane  Parliairicnt  fhould  he  invefLcd  with  t':e 
wliole  Leglflative  authority  and  th*^  whole  exe- 
cutive power.  Let  us  then  fnppofe  both  ohjtdiS 
gained,  and  the  the  Back  Lane  Parlia  r.e'U,  ar- 
rayed in  all  the  Majefty  of  terror,  ''t'>  reign,  tu" 

preme,  unb'.mnded,  and  alone."  Gould  we 

then  alfo  fuppofe  (a  fuppofition,  in  fuch  a  cafe 
neceflary  fortne  fecurity  of  the  people  of  Ireland) 
t)  at  the  individuals  compohng  this  numerous 
aiTembly  would  have  no  views  of  private  ambi- 
tion to  satiffy  at  the  expence  of  the  public  ;  nor 
friends  to  advance  by  the  ruin  of  others  ;  nor 
refentraents  to  gratify  ;  nor  avarice  to  fatiate  ; 
nor  fycophantsto  deceive,  norpaffions  to  miflead 
them  ?  Could  we  then  alfo  fuppofe  th.  t  "  ftand- 
ing  at  a  guard  with  envy,"&  guided  only  by  the 
pure  and  fteady  influence  of  reafon  and  of  vir- 
tue, the  members  of  this  Parliament  wouul  feek 
no  other  objed:  than  the  common  good  ?  Ln 
tiie  hiUory  of  modern  France  a  clear,  although 
no  cl.eGring,  light  has  been  flied  upon  this  fub- 
jed,  a  light  which  has  fpread  alarm  as  far  as  civ- 
ilization extends.  Aidedby  th  is,we  have  not  now 
to  learn  that  oppreffion  of  the  people  may  come 
.from  the  people  itfelf,  as  well  as  from  the  throne, 
and  that  of  all  fovereign  oppreffors,  the  moll: 
bloody,  ferocious  and  tyrannical,  has  been  the 
fcvcrci;^n  people.    Should  we  then  fee  vdth  pre- 

ten- 
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tended  alarm  ;  &  ihculd  we  ca^ivafs  wit'  metag- 
hyfical  fubtlety,  t  7ery  right  that  bas  ix-ei;  exerci- 
fed  on  the  part  of  the  crcwn,  and  iliould  we  not 
behold  with  real  amazeme-  t  and  terror,  the  gi- 
gantic and  far  more  dangerous  ftrides  of  popular 
authority  ?  Should  an  inceffant  and  deafen- 
ing outcry  be  raifed  at  the  flighteft  fuppofed 
violation  of  the  rights  of  an  individual,  evea 
where  arifing  from  inevitable  neceffity— and 
fhouid  we  perceive  with  calm  and  ftoical  indif- 
ference the  execution  of  a  regular  and  fyftemat- 
ic  plan  for  covering  with  obloquy^  or  contempt, 
every  falutary  exertion  of  power,  either  civil  or 
military? 

The  time  has  now  gone  by  In  which  royalty 
has  been  looked  upon  as  a  caufe  of  injuftice,  or 
an  object  of  dread.    It  is  the  certain,  and  almoft 
the  only  fource  of  domeftic  peace,  and  of  per- 
manent and  regular  authority ;  and  the  fole  ob- 
ject of  Nerva,  in  his  difouifitions  upon  paft 
times,  has  been  to  induce  the  worthy  and  en- 
lightened to  confider  anew  [for  it  muft  liasre  of- 
ten occupied  toeir  attention  alreac!y]  whether 
byafiimer,  fteadier,  &  more  vigorous  exertion 
of  regal  power,  many  of  the  evils  with  which 
the  world  has  been  viiited  might  not  have  been 
avoid^^J.    The  grcMt  body  of  the  people  io  all  ^ 
jcountries,  when  left       ti  emfelves,  are  quiet,  \ 
harmief.  and  ino  hen fue.    We  be!  *  eve  no  peaf-  ^ 
antry  are  p  jireiTtd  of  more  ,  Ir' ae.^  thaii  thofc  of 
Ireland — H  r,    v^fbrtuoale';    i  he  other  peaf- 
antry,  they  uic  compofed      ixiaterials,  which 
inay  be  wrought  to  the  comiiiihion  of  every  a- 
^  tro- 
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trocity.  Tney  are  ne  .eflarily  ignoraat  for  Vv-ant 
of  time,  and  of  means  to  obtain  information; — 
they  are  credulous,  becaufe  ignorant — and  chan- 
geable and  inconfiftent,  becaufe  credulous  ;  and 
being  thus  ignorant,  credulous,  and  changeable, 
the  artful  may  Impofe  upon  thern  ;  the  factious 
may  irritate,  and  Jacobins  miflead  them. — Ire- 
land repelled  foreign  invafinn ;  but  the  expuVrioii 
of  fore)gn  enemies  is  no  proof  of  trai^qu^iiC)  at 
home — if  it  were,  we  migr^t  iiaih  as  [lalcyon 
days,  the  times  of  Cromwell  or  ot  Robefpierre. 
Ireland  repelled  foreign  invafion,  auvi  yet  ^^n  at- 
tempt was  made  to  aflaffinate  the  Lords  JulHces 
Fitzgibbon  and  Fofter  at  the  inftigation  of  the 
Jacobir^s. 

Jacobinifm  has  been  defined  to  be  the  revolt 
of  the  entcrprizing  talents  of  a  country  againft 
its  property  and  its  order.  When  the  delibera- 
tive affemblies  of  a  ftate  do  not  make  changes  on 
accour^t  of  crimes  ;  but  make  crimes,  or  accufati- 
ons  on  account  of  changes'that  are  defired  ;  ^  let 
none  of  too  foft  and  eafy  benevolence  imagine, 
that  in  politics,  becaufe  good  is  the  profefTed 
objefl:,  good  is  therefore  the  defired  end.  The 
afTaffin  warns  not  his  intended  victim  before  he 
ftrikcs.  Thofe  who  have  overturned  eftablifh- 
ed  governments,  have  never  thought  it  necefia- 
ry  to  give  previous  notice  of  their  defigns.  It 
is  not  the  concealment,  but  it  wnuLl  be  the  a- 
vowal  of  the  real  intention,  inthefe  cafes  which 
would  excite  aftonifhment.  For  exprcflions 
<  f  inviolable  loyalty,  and  attachm.ent  to  the 
'  rown,  lock  at  the  refolutions  of  the  firft  meet- 

inge 
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ings  of  delegal-cs  In  America,     for  tbe  language 
of  Vv^arm  and  enthufiaftic   fidelity  and  devotion' 
to  t'/eking,  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  af- 
femblies  which  were  the  nurferies  of  the  Revo- 
lution in  France.    V/hat  then  is  the  criterion  by 
which  we  lliould  regulate  our  fufpicions  ?  the 
anfwer  is  obvious — the  times  in  v/hich  the  chan- 
ges are  propofed,  and  the  manners  and  charac- 
ters ot  the  deliberative  bodies  who  propofe  tnem. 
Could  t.iofe  be  faid  to  be  actuated  by  patriotifm 
in  Ireland,  who  in  times  of  difficulty  :  nd  dan- 
ger, endeavored  to  excite  jealoufies  and  difcon- 
tents,  or  who  endeavored  to  deftroy  or  weaken 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  adminiPtration 
of  juftice  ?  Shall  thofe  be  faid  to    ave  been  actu- 
ated by  patriotifm,  in  Ireland,  w:-o  exulted  with 
inhuman  joy  at  the  profped:  of  vengeance  over 
their  fellow  beings  ;  or  w!  o  raved  with  favage 
rancour  to  find  tneir  intended  victims  withdrawn 
from  tlieir  grafp  ?  Who  in  clamorous  contention 
for  their  gvjxi  rights,  forgot  that  tfitir  fuperiors 
had  alf )  rigf  'ts  to  defend  ?  and  that  thofe  which 
they  themfelves  might  claim,  they  were  entitled 
to,  not  abfolutely,  feperately,  and  independant- 
ly,  but  relatively,  depenxiently,  and  in  connex- 
ion with  the  rights  of  others,  and  with  their 
own  duties  ?    Sedition  has  too  often  appeared 
in  t-e  guife  of  patriotifm  ;   trcafon  under  the 
mask  of  loyalty,  for  mere  pretence  to  obtain 
credit; — and  if  the  mode  and  tendency  of  a 
c  ange  fhall  be  pernicious,  and  if  the  time  when 
it  is  endeavored  to  he  effedled,  fhall  increase 
the  evil,  and  if  in  frantic  zeal  for  rights,  the  m- 
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hovators  (hall  be  regardlefs  of  propriety,  decen-  ; 
cy,  and  duty  ; — every  man  in  his  fenfes  muft ,  \ 
fuppofe  the  intention  to  be  infamous.    The  ju- 
d'cious  will  not  be  iniluenced  by  profeffions 
when  they  can  judge  by  fa£ts. 

To  find  fo  frequently  in  the  records  of  pad 
times  little  more  thin  a  calendar  of  crimes,  can- 
not fail  to  be  highly  diftreffing  to  all  the  bene- 
volent  who  leek  for  hiltorical  inforiiiation.  But 
as  "  hiftory  is  phllofophy  teaching  by  exam- 
ple," the  reSeding  may  learn  from  the  paft, 
tlie  little  reliance  they  cught  to  place  upon  the 
prefent ;  and  if  they  hope  at  ail  for  the  future^ 
they  v/i!l  learn  with  the  humility  oi  devotio'i, 
to  hope  with  fear.    To  live,  indeed,  under  the 
continual  dread  of  great  evils,  would  be  of  it- 
felf  a  heavy  calamity;   but  to  live  without  it'ie 
dread  of  them,  would  be  to  turn  tae  danger  ia-= 
to  the  difafter, 

Hoftility  v^ith  a  foreign  povrer  mav  be  avoid-* 
able  and  accidental — -but  Jaccbinifm,  a  power 
of  domeftic  growth ^  by  the  very  condition  of 
its  exiftcnce,  by  its  eilential  conftiturion  is  in  a 
ftate  of  adive,  inceflant  and  perpetual  hoftil  t/ 
Vfith  all  civilized  people,  and  with  all  ertabliiii« 
ed  governments.  The  virtuous  from  principle 
—the  wealthy  from  intereit- — ^ibe  elevated  from 
honor— thoie  in  office  irom  eratitude- — -and  all 
from  patriotifm,  are  bound  to  oppofe  its  pro- 
grefs  with  unceafmg  vigilance,  activity  and  e- 
nergy. 

Let  thofe  who  hold  exiftence  too  burthen- 
fome  upon  fuch  terms,  v^ho  hold  the  profperi- 
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ty  of  their  defcendants  &  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity of  too  little  moment  to  be  fecured  by 
conftant  vigilance  and  unwearied  exertion,  lie 
down  in  "  the  lleep  of  duft  and  difgrace/'  and 
forget  their  families  and  their  country. 


NERVA. 
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[No.  v.] 

The  thing  which       is  that  which  hath  heen^ 
there  is  ?jo  new  thing  under  the  Sun  J' 

IT  was  often  declared  in  Ireland  by  the  aflb« 
dates  of  Napper  Tandy,  that  "  any  kind 
of  reform  might  do  fomet-iing  to  pleafe,  but  no- 
thing to  fatisfy  tne  people — it  would  pleafe,  in- 
afmuch  as  any  reform  once  made,  would  make 
every  reform  afterwards  more  eafy.  It  might 
tJen  be  exped:ed  to  move  on  from  GRADU-iL 
to  TOIAL." — Volumes  have  been  written  u- 
pon  the  abufe  of  words,  and  the  neceffity  of 
ufiiig  them  according  to  their  fettled,  common, 
and  determi^^ate  acceptation.  But  fome  depar- 
/  ture  from  eftablilhed  rules  in  the  ufe  of  Ian-' 
guage  ought  not  to  excite  fjrprife,  fince  we 
have  long  ceafed  to  view  with  aftonifliment,  de- 
viations from  propriety  in  condu£t,  wherever 
intereft  or  party  is  concerned.  1  he  whole  arc 
ufed  by  many  demagogues  to  acquire  popula- 
rity and  obtain  fupport,  has  been  the  perpetual 
uie,  and  conftant  mifapplication  of  certain  terms 
of  magical  influence  ;  indeed,  among  the  illi-^ 
terate  and  the  vulgar,  but  to  many  of  which^ 
t..e  underllanding  of  the  ignorant,  is  inadequate 
to  annex  any  accurate,  precife,  or  definite 
idea  :~Thus  the  name  of  Liberty,  as  proftitut-- 
ed  by  democracy,  has  no  other  fignificatiou 

t?iaa 
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than  licentloufnefs  and  anarchy.  Reform  be- 
comes fynonimus  with  change  or  alteration, 
rights  fignify  freedom  from  all  legal  reftraints, 
and  exemption  from  duties;  patriot — in  de- 
mocratic fenfcj ' 

"  Me^ns  one  who  labors  to  fupplant  his  prince^' 
One,  v^^ho 

Maintains  the  multitude  can  never  err. 
And  feats  the  people  in  the  papal  chair.'' 

And  by  the  multitude,  or  the  people,  is  un- 
derftood,  not  the  quiet,  innoffenfive,  fubmilTive, 
and  induftrious  community,  who  meddle  with 
no  concerns  except     eir  own; — but  the  dif- 
contented  few  who  are  flagitioufly  feeldng  for 
power,  or  malignantly  endeavoring  to  fubvert 
it.    It  ought  however  to  be  conftantly  borne  in  ^ 
irJnd,  that  in  aH  countries  the  fpirit  and  princi- 
ples of  the  difcontented  few,  have  eventually 
pervaded,  'and  will  always  inevitably  pervade, 
the  mafs  of  the  pepple,  where  the  v/eaknefs  or 
fully  of  the  executive  has  removed  or  leflened 
the  falutary  checks  of  eftabliihed  powder.  And 
principally,  and  moft  fatally,  v/ill  this  effed  be 
produced,  wbere  the  imbecility  of  the  executive 
fhaii  have  carelefsly  fufiered,  or  wantonly  pro- 
moted, the  degradation  and  difgrace  of  judicial 
authority  ;   an  authority,  w^iich,  as  has  been 
ihewn  from  the  experience  of  ages  in  z\\  civili- 
zed countries,    and  in  all  eflabilihed  govern- 
ments, it  is  efTential  to  prefer ve  amongfl:  the 
firft  in  rank^  extent,  permanence^  and  influence 
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fortunately  for  Ireland  its  connexion  with  Great 
liritain  aflbrded  hope  of  ultimate  fecurity^  and 
the  removal  of  Earl  Fitz-William,  although  Icfs 
fpeedy  than  was  wifhied,  and  too  late  to  prevent 
injury,  was  yet  fufFiciently  early  to  allow  his 
fucceffor  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  evil.    Let  us 
ilrip  tiiC  declaration  of  the  affociates  of  Napper 
Tandy,  before  quoted,  of  the  difguife  w^hich  is 
calculated  to  miflead.    This  may  be  done  wnth^^V 
no  further  trouble  than  that  of  fubftituting  for;| 
the  words  "  refirm^'  and    "  teopk^'  thole;! 
which  have  been  mentioned  as  fynonimcus  in<| 
the  mouth  of  a  democratic  patriot.    The  whole  f 
will  t::en  be  unambiguous,  will  convey  the  pre-  | 
cife  meaning  of  the  fpeakers,   and  will  ftand  ! 
thus  ; —  Any  kind  oi change  might  do  fomething 
to  pleale,  but  nothing  to  latisfy  X.hQ  dhcontented^  f 
inalmuch  as  any  change  once  made,  would  make  ; 
every  cha?ige  afterwards  more  eafy.    It  might 
then  be  expected  to  move  on,  from  GRi^DUAL 
to  TOTAL.    In  other  words  from  partial  alte^ 
ration  to  perfeEl  revolution^  which  is  prelumed  ; 
to  be  the  miCaning  of  total  change. 
We  gave  in  our  hift  number,  a  few  conjectures 
reipccting  the  f]ack  Lane  Parliament  in  Ireland. 
Let  us  coniider  in  what  manner  this  interefting  Sff 
valuable  portion  of  the  community  would  have 
been  inclined  to  proceed  thro'  the  untried  and 
devious  w^ays,  the  intricate  and  perplexing  ma- 
zes, it  i^ad  determined  to  explore,  in  the  new 
and  dangerous  march  from  gradual  to  total  alter- 
ation.    Nerva  has  already  remarked,  that  to 
efr^:d  a  change  and  overturn  the  eftabliihed  or- 
der 
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der  of  things  required  no  weak  or  punv  effort  ia 
1  government,  Vvhere  the  courts  of  Juflice  with 
a  firm  an  J  fteady  hand  oppc-fedthe  progrefs  of 
co;  firfion  and  innovation.  To  deftroy  the  pow- 
er &  influence,  and  to  difgrace  the  charadler  and 
principles  of  the  judiciar)>,  would  therefore  be- 
come an  objed:  of  pr'mary  and  indifpenfihle  ne- 
ceffity  ;  and  if  accomplifhed,  it  might  reafonably 
be  confidered  as  t'^c  harbinger  of  complete  fuc- 
cefs  in  every  fubfequent  attempt  for  the  acqui- 
fition  of  power.  In  all  focieties^  power  muf  be 
placed Jome'wbere^  A7id  democrats  well  know ^  that 
if  its  cxercife  be  objtructcd^  or  its  exijlciice  annihi^ 
lated  in  one  quarter^  it  mujl  op  necejfuy  encreaje  ei^ 
ther  relatively  or  abfolutely  in  a?2other. 

The  example  of  the  parliaments  under  Charles 
I  ft  would  ihow  to  the  people''^  tije  great  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  a  new  jurifdidlion 
(before  whom  all  Ihould  tremble,  Wi.o  before 
had  been  moft  fecure  in  integrity,  talents,  ftation 
and  credit)  by  fuperinducing  upon  ti  e  old  and 
known  legiflative  authority  of  the  Lower  Houfc 
the  diftind;  and  feparate  charadler  of  interprders 
of  the  laws  ;  and  the  example  of  the  fame  par- 
liaments, would  aflxrd  precedents  of  impeach- 
ments "  ex  mero  ^notii^''  without  waiting  for 
what  tht''^ patriots''  might  confider  the  ridiculous 
and  unneceilary  formality  ofprevious  complaints 
or  accufations.  If  any  lover  of  order  fhould  be 
fo  perverfe  as  to  deny  the  propriety  of  fuch  pro-. 

ceed- 

*\Ve  v.9t  this  v;ord,  and  intend  using  all  tne  other  magical  terms 
in  the  true  citiuccratic  ?.er.e'.'.  accurfiing  to  the  <.-euiiiUon9  ^Iread"? 
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ceediags,  the  friends  of"  reform'  \xiirr}\t  a-^tk  hun 
if  any  ^oAj  of  men  could  be  fo  well  q'lJiaed  to 
deter  nine  the  ineaaing  of  t  >e  I  rv^  as  tne  Lower 
Houfe  w  -ich  afiifts  in  making  t.^e  n  ;     and  ther 
might  also  ask,  whether  any  man  con;  1  be  fo 
ftupid  as  not  to  perceive^  that  if  co  xipiaiats  and 
accufations  muft  precede  imreacnmen':s,  parlia- 
mentary profecutions  mig  t  never  b^  Inrtltuted 
becaufe  the  perfons  injured  might  wilfully  and 
criminally  refolve  never  to  produce  any  charges 
againft  their  opprelFors  ?    To  the  advocates  vof 
liberty^  therefore,  it  would  be  apparent,  t  ^at 
the  Lower  .Houfe  ous:ht  from  its  own  mere  Tno« 
tion,  \mi  wfinQ wor,  and  abiolute  authonty,  to  take 
iipon  itfelf^  without  the  tedious  preliminarie  s  of 
complaint  and  proof,  the  entire  aifertion  ar  d 
punifliment  of  all  matters  of  delinquency.  Froiri 
this  practice  the  friends  of  "  liberty'  would  de- 
rive a  double  advantage  ;  the  houfe  by  its  fu  ll 
vote  might  declare  what  was  the  law,  and  hj 
the  next  vote  might  eflabllfh  the  matters  of  fa6l 
how  and  by  whom  it  had  been  violated;  and 
by  thefe  eafy  rnd  cxpedltio'is  meaRires  they 
might  avoid  all  the  lingerijig  c'elays,  and  endleis 
circuities,  which  obftrufi  and  impede  the  com- 
mon and  eftablifhed  modes  of  proceeding.    T  he 
friends  of"  reform''  would  in  that  cafe  be  ena- 
bled to  deftroy,  at  once,  all  the  refpect  and  def- 
erence felt,  by  the  lower  orders  (whom  they 
would  ftyle  the  long  opprelTed  and  blinded  peo- 
pecjple)  to  thofe  in  authority,  and  would  teach 
them  to  behold  with  mingled  horror  and  afton- 
ifliment,  as  their  favage  tyraatSand  bitter  ene- 
mies^.. 


t  32  ) 


rhies,  thofe  very  perfons  from  whom,  ia  wliat 
the  "-^ patricAs"  would  call  the  days  of  their  delu- 
lion,  they  had  been  acciiftomed  to  expect  pro- 
tection and  juftice,  and  whom  they  had  been 
taught  to  regard  with  efteem  and  veneration  — ' 
In  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  populace,  to  tranf- 
fer  the  odium  excited  againfl:  thofe  who  are  veil- 
ed with  judicial  authority,  to  the  Sovereign  from 
whom  that  authority  emanates,  will  always  be 
eafy,  and  muft  be  the  intention,  as  well  as  the 
tendency,  vv^here  the  entire  body  of  the  judicia- 
ry is  attacked  and  perfecuted  ;  for,  if  a  reform- 
ation of  the  law  itfelf,  or  of  the  eftabiiflied  prac- 
tice in  its  adminiftration,  be  the  real  as  well  a^ 
pretended  object,  it  would  be,  with  facility,  at- 
tainable, by  a  new  leglflative  enad:ment,  with- 
out a  crufade  againfl  t'  e  judges,  who  under  their 
oaths  of  office,  adminifter  juftice,  to  tl;ie  beft  of 
their  appre  .enfion,  in  conformity  to  law,  au-  ' 
thority  and  precedent.    But  this  vv^ould  have 
been  a  quiet  and  regular  courfe  wliich  would 
have  excited  no  popular  feeling  or  commotion, 
and  confequently  would  not  have  fatiffied  the 
patriciLs^'  becaufe  its  tendency  from  gradual  to 
to  total  "  i^eform"  would  neither  have  been  ftrcng 
nor  immediate. 

One  ot  tl)e  moft  elegant  and  judicious  hiftori- 
ans,  of  one  of  the  mofl:  enlightened  of  nations, 
[a  Scotchman]  has  remarked,  that  "the  jealous 
icnovaters  in  the  Low-er  House  under  Charles 
the  1st,  by  promoting  all  measures  which  degra- 
ded those  vested  Vidth  authority  from  the  Crown, 
hoped  to  carry  the  nation  from  a  aatrwd  of  their 

per* 
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persons  to  an  opposition  against  th<"ir  bffice, 
and  by  tbofe  means  to  diiarm  their  Monarch/' 
The  Lower  Houfc,  in  his  reign  inveighed  with 
bitternefs  againft  t«  e  couris,  as  "  arrayed  in  ter- 
rors/' for  it  was  not  their  intention  that  any  ter- 
rors ftiould  be  felt,  by  the  "  people''  fave  what 
the  houfe  itfelf  might  choofe  to  occafion.  In  one 
of  their  refolves  they  openly  told  the  Lords  that 
"  t  \ey  themfelves  were  t;»e  Reprefentatives  of 
"  the  whole  kingdom,  and  that  the  Peers  were 

nothing  but  individuals,  Wiio  held  their  feats 
"  in  a  particular  capacity  ;  and  therefore  if  t'^eiif 
"  Lordfhips  would  not  confent  to  the  paffing 
^'  of  ad:s,  which  they  fhould  judge  necefiary 
"  for  the  prefervation  of  the  people,  (of  which 

the  refufal  of  the  Lords  would  prove  the  ne- 

ceffity)  the  Commons,  with  fuch  Lords,  if 
"  any,  as -might  be  willing  to  join  them,  muft 
"  unite  for  that  purpofe/'  They  alfo  voted 
that  "when  in  Parliament,  which  they  declared 
"  was  the  fupreme  Court  of  judicature^  they 
"  ihould  determine  what  the  law  of  the  land  was ; 

to  have  the  determinations  n6t  only  queftio- 
"  ned  but  contradi(fled,  v^as  a  high  breach  of 

their  privileges."  And  on  another  occafion 
^'  they  declared  that  the  king,  feduced  by  wick- 
"  ed  counfel^  had  violated  the  rights  and  privi- 

leges  of  his  parliament,  v\rho  in  all  their  con- 
"  fultations  and  a(3;it)ns,  had  propofed  no  other 
"  end  than  the  care  of  his  kingdoms."  They 
"  offered  alfo  certain  conditions  on  xvhich  they 
were  willing  to  come  to  a  good  unJerftanding 
with  theu-  Sovereign  ;  in  which  they  modeftly 
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required  that  no  man  fliould  remain  in  the  coun- 
cil w  ]o  was  not  agreable  to  them  ;  and  that  :iO 
perfon  (hould  bQ  called  to  the  Upper  Houfe  with- 
out their  approbation,  nor  the  principal  Judges 
appointed  unlefs  upon  their  recomnieiidation, 
and  that  they  fliould  be  fufpended  as  often  as 
they  became  obnoxious  to  tne  Lower  f  -oufe, 
which  they  had,  as  before  mentioned,  voted  to 
the  firfl:  court  of  judicature  in  the  realm.  To 
thefe  requifitions,  the  worthy  and  unfortunate 
King,  who  in  fentiment  at  leafl:  difTered  widely 
from  Earl  Fitz-Williarn,  (ahhough  in  blindnefs, 
weaknefs  and  .  want  of  judgment,  a  degrading 
refemblance,  in  many  inftances,  mJght  be  dif- 
covered  between  them)  replied,  "  fhould  I  grant 
"  thefe  demands,  I  may  be  waited  on  bare-hca- 
"  ded  ;  the  title  of  Majefty  may  be  continued 
*'  and  the  King's  authority  may  iiill  be  the  ftyle 
of  y^^f^r  commands  ;  I  may  have  fwords  an  i 
maces  carried  before  me,  and  pleafe  myfelf 
with  the  fight  of  a  crown  and  fceptre,  (though 
even  thefe  tv/igs  will  not  long  flourifh  when 
t  e  ftock  on  vv^iich  they  grov%r  is  w^ithered J 
"  but  as  to  true  and   real  autliorityy  I   {hall  re- 
main  but  the  outfide,  the  picture,  fign,  and 
iliadow  of  a  king." 

Nerva  is  aware  t::at  he  may  be  asked,  why 
in  enquhies  concerning  the  affairs  in  Ireland, 
he  indulges  himfelf  in  excurfive  obfervations  re- 
fpecling  the  meafures  of  other  countries  and  more 
dritant  periods?  and  that  he  may  be  told,  if  he 
allows  himfelf  in  one  inftance,  fuch  a  departuie 
iTom  his  iiibjed,  he  may  in  another,  extend  t!  e 
•  litenc^ 
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Hcence  and  fatigue  his  readers  with  rerftaiKs  np^" 
on  nations  and  times  which  have  long  ceafed  to 
be  interefting,    or  have  been  long  involved 
in  obfcurity.     To  thofe  who  may  be  difplea- 
fed  at  the  prefent,  and  afraid  of  future  di- 
greffions,  he  can  only  reply — that,  time,  which 
carries  into  oblivion  the  memo^  of  men  w.  o 
have  long  been  numbered  with  the  dead,  ferves 
alfo  to  remove  the  veil  of  prejudice  and  iilufioa 
from  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have  more  re- 
cently departed.    In  the  immediate  glare  of  fuc- 
cefs  there  is  danger  that  what  dazzles  may  miC- 
lead.    In  periods  far  remote,  the  light  of  truth 
gleams  too  f;iiiitly  through  the  glo(>m  of  antiqui- 
ty, to  imprefs  v/ith  much  efiect.     In  hlftorical 
difquifitions  as  well  as  in  all  others,  the  goldea 
mean  is  to  be  ibught  if  pradical  utility  be  the 
oliject  propofed.     And  in  iiic:.  dik}uifi';ions,  this 
golden  mean  may  be  iound,  in  trie  annals  of  all 
countries,  in  all  thofe  national  occurrences  vvrhich 
are  neither  fo  ancient  as  to  difappoint  t';e  labor 
ofrefearch,  nor  fo  recent  as  to  be  liable  to  mif- 
reprefentation,  from  the  bias  or  prepOiTeffions  of 
exifting  and  contending  parties.    Beyond  tkek. 
bounds  Nerva  will  not  wander,  and  while  be 
confines  his  walk  Within  them  he  perceives  no  im- 
propriety in  briefly  adverting  to  thofe  meafurec 
even  of  other  countries,  which  may  ferve  to  ex 
plain  or  iliuRrate  the  intention  and  tendency  c 
the  proceedings  of  the  malcontents  in  Ireland 
Nerva  is  alfo  aware,  ti  at  he  may  be  told  that  tl- 
back  lane  parliament  did  cot  proceed  fo  far  a 
Jhelowsr  lioufe  under  Charles  the  ii%  and  that 

a  part 
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a  part  of  the  refolutions  of  the  latter  were  not  ex- 
prefsly  voted  by  the  former.  To  this  he  will  an- 
fwer  that  •  ut  a  very  fmall  excefs  on  fide  of  the 
lower  houfe  under  Charles  the  ift  will  be  tound 
in  what  he  has  related,  and  that  this  fmall  excefs 
may  probably  be,  by  anticipation,  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  offome  future  back  lane  par- 
liamentj  in  the  march  to  reform > 

NERVA, 


NO, 
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[No.  VI.] 

I'he  thing  which       is  that  which  hath  heen^ 
is'  there  is  no  new  thing  tmder  the  Sun  J' 

Let  us  fuppose  a  plan  to  have  been  long  efta- 
bliihed  in  Ireland  to  degrade  the  higher  authori- 
ties in  the  State. 

Let  us  fuppofe  the  Judges  to  have  been  origi- 
nally eligible  to  the  Irifh  Houfeof  Commons,  and 
the  friends  of  "  reform"  to  have  laboured  to  ex« 
pel  them  from  tbeir  feats,  under  a  pretended  dread 
of  the  baneful  influence,  of  even  a  fmgle  mem- 
ber of  the  judiciary,  in  any  body  politic,  altho* 
"  but  one  againfl:  an  hoft.  " 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  afterwards,  to  fatlffy  the 
clamors  of  the  pati lots'"  an  ad;  of  difqualifica- 
tion  had  been  pafled  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
reft  of  the  legiflature,  by  which  the  judges  were 
perpetually  excluded  from  the  Lower  Houfe, 
Let  us  fuppofe  the  Lower  Houfe  to  have  been 
principally  compofed  of,  or  principally  influen- 
ced, guided  and  directed  by.  Lawyers,  Attor- 
nies,  Notaries,  and  their  Clerks;— perfons,  whofe 
whole  property  taken  colledtively,  would  not 
have  amounted  to  as  much  as  was  pofTeflTed  by 
many  an  individual  taken  fmgly ; — perfons,  who 
could  not  on  that  account  be  confidered  as  any 
reprefentation  of  the  property  of  the  country  for 
%hich  they  were  to  legiflate  ; — reprefentation 

which 
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which  practical  politicians  confider  as  cHcntial 
for  the  prtfervation  of  trancjuility  in  all  govern- 
ments ;— perions  w'ho  4iaZy-^little  or  ncthing  at 
ftake  in  the  country,  could  confeqiieiitly  feel  lit- 
tle or  no  interefl:  in  the  maintenaiica  of  pub- 
lic fecurity,  or  the  exifting  order  of  tilings, 
fave  only  the  interefl  which  mia-  it  be  excited 
by  their  native  integrity  and  virtue,  (to  uie 
a  phrafe  of  legal  ambiguity)  "  be  the  fame 
inore  or  lefs  perfons  who  being  more  immed- 
iately under  the  controul,  fuperintendence,  and 
dirediion  of  the  judiciary,  would  be  more  fre- 
quently expofed  to  their  animadverficns  for  im- 
proprieties in  conduct  ;  and  who  would  there- 
fore find  it  extremely  convenient  to  deftroy  the 
authority  v/hlch  reftrained  and  kept  them  in  or- 
der ;  or  who  would  find  it  highly  advantageous 
to  invert  themfelves  with  pov/ers  fuperior  to  thofe 
of  the  Judges  of  the  land,  from  a  knowledge 
that  he  whofe  judge  is  his  dependant,  may  ex- 
pect, or  if  he  fhall  think  proper,  can  even  en- 
force, an  undue  portion  ofjudicial  favor  and  for- 
bearance. 

It  muft  be  apparent,  that  altho'  the  exclufioa 
of  a  Judge  from  fuch  a  houfc  might  do  forne- 
thing  to  pleafe,  it  v/ould  do  nothing  to  f  tiffy** 
its  members.  Let  us  then  fuppcfe  the  Lower 
Houfe,  after  the  lapfe  of  tv/o  or  three  years,  in 
fortherance  ofthelcng  eftablifhed  plan  for  de- 
grading the  higher  authorities  in  the  ftate, — to 
pafs  an  ad  to  difqualify  the  judges  from  fitting  in 
the  Upper  Houfe,  and  to  deprive  hij-  Majefty  of 


the  r^'*Vcr'  a:  ci}lUiV:  them  to  MscounciiB-'  To 
the  fcbcr'&.eniightenc  '  -crfedly 

Icu     wcll'-witn'  tfeintei-efe,-  ^  .  vanity, 

or  revenge  rf  a  few  Lay/ vers,  /\ttornf^es,  Nota- 
tkf^,  iV  'C  t  vj;r  tJerks,  would,  foi'  that"  rcafbn, 
be  perfcdly  conuftent  withVhV '  inTferefls  of  the 
rell  of  the  comHK^unity.  It  niL:-'.t  indeed  be  [u^- 
gefted,  that  w>;ilc  the  Lower  Koiiie  fhould  he' 
c-^  mp(>fed  c#r,  or  g".) veined  by  characters  of  iH-ich 
cleicriptions,  it  co  not  be  improper  to  conn- 
teraQthe  clTed:  of  their  preponderance,  hj  ViC 
achniflion  cf  all  thofe  into  the  Upper  .Honle,  to 
Wiioni  their  defigns  and  intrigues  ihotdd  be  hi-ii 
known,  and  w^hofe  legal  abiUties  and  inform  at',  a 
woidd  be  reqiiifite  to  provide  the  -  iTioft  conuitu- 
tlonal  and  ex-ncacious  means  ior  rendcrinp-  abor- 
live  every  mealure  of  dangerous  or  fufpiciousten- 
dency.  Ti/C  fober  and  enlightened  would, ro 
cclled,  that  needy,  dlicontented,  and  turbulent 
Lawyers,  trornies,  Notaries,  and  f.elr  Cderks, 
compofed  tiie  principal  portion  of  tjiofe.  ii'^alein- 
blles,  which  in  a  great  country,  and  in  modern 
times  intr'.)duced  the  regiilt  de'Ia  ioi^'  and  troni 
the  benciits  heretofbre  conferred  by  t-  iCie  ]vg;d 
au^*  adventurous  charaders,  they  would  leanUo 
Citirr  ate  the  future  Givcurs  to  be  exj^eded  fVoi  i 
legillative  bodies  oi  a  iimilar  cornpoliiion  h\ 
ihort,  it  is  not  improbable  if  they  bcl^eid  the 
Lower  Koufe  direded,  impelled,  and  agitated 
fcdely  by  the  harpies  oi  the  iiibordinate  orders 
ofthelLrw,  by  mere  iiiil-cr-J  plcdders,  through 
legal     tccbnicaiUksr     by  ward'  catcLers^  wi\o 
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live  A^^fyllables,  *«that  the  worthy  and  enlighten-* 
ed  would  become  more  than  ever  defirous,  that 
the  Upper  Hoiife  fhould  receive  an  acceffion  of 
talents  and  influence  in  the  weight  and  dignity  of 
fuch  Judges  as  his  Majefty  fhould  think  p  oper 
to  felect.  Or  if  on  the  other  hand,  any  reafons 
could  influence  them  to  wifli  for  the  exclufion 
of  judicial  wifdQm^integrlty,i,mcft»liQn^  and  expe- 
rience from  the  higher  branch  of  the  Legiflaturej 
far  mere  powerful  motives  ^TOuld  urge  them  to 
defire  the  expulfion  of  forenfic  ignorance,  li- 
centioufnefsj  violence,  and  indifcretion,  from  the 
Lower  Houfe, 

Let  us  fuppofe  the  laft  mentioned  bill  to  de- 
prive his  Majeflyof  the  power  of  calling  the  Jud- 
ges to  the  Upper  Houfe,  to]  have  been  rejeded 
vnth  the  marked  disapprobation  it  deferved. 
The  failure  of  a  fingle  attempt  could  liardly  be 
expected  to  diminifh  greatly  the  ardor  of  forenfic 
and  notarial  enterprize,  or  to  leffen  the  charac- 
teriftic  perseverance  of  thefe  unwearied  caviller.*^ 
at  points  and  particles.  Such  a  failurewould  on-^ 
ly  be  confidered  to  make  it  necelTary  to  vary  for 
a  moment  the  mode  and  nature  of  the  attack. 

Let  us  then  fuppofe  the  Lower  Houfe,  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  the  neceffary  change  in 
operations,  and  of  giving  more  effect  to  their 
hoftility,  to  conftltute  itfelf  the  higheft  courr 
of  JUI3ICATURE  in  the  realm,  and  to  invefti- 
gate  the  RULES  OF  PRACTICE  of  all  the 
courts  of  King's  Bench,  and  of  appeals  in  the 
Kingdom  5 — -Rules  which  every  court  of  Jus- 
tice muft,  by  the  very  efience  5ind  fpirit  of  its^ 
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onftitatlon,  pofr.^fs,  luhereatly  dnd  without  ex- 
prefs  authority,  the  right  of  making  ;  hut  which 
the  courts  in  Ireland  were  alio  authorized  to 
make  by  pofitive  and  particular  legiflative  enact- 
ments.    After  partial  an.'  hafty  examination, 
by  a  few  of  the  mofl  daHntr  of  the  "  patriots  \ 
let  us  fuppofe  fHe  Lower  Houfe  to  relblve  that 
all  the  courts  of  King's  Be^:ch  and  of  Appeals  had 
violated  the  laws  o:^  the  land,  (turning  what  tiie 
unrefleding  mulliiu  !e  had  confidcrcd  i:z  pure 
fountains  of  Jiiilice),  into  po]-  ''^"'^'  Purees  of  ini- 
quity, arid'  that  the  Rules  of!  .      ..c  were  uncon- 
ftitutional,  arbitrary^  and  iHegah 

By  fiicb  refolutions  it  is  evident  that  not  the 
Chief  juftices  alone  would  be  declared  culpable, 
but  that  every  Judge  of  all  t.  e  courts  of  King's 
Bench  and  of  Appeals^  mofl:  be  equallv  guihyj 
equally  unworthy  of  his  dignified  llation^  and 
eqnally  deferving  of  pun'ilirnent^  For  the  pow- 
er to  make  rules  c  f  Practice  could  refide  only  in 
the  courts,  and  not  in  any  individual  men.ber  of 
them.  And  as  the  Chief  Juftices  alon^  could  not 
conPtitute  the  courts^  the  Chief  Juftices  alone 
coidd  not  polTefs  even  the  power  to  make  Rnles 
of  Practice.  The  Chief  Juftices  might  preilde. 
indeed,  but  they  could  poiTefs  no  more  power 
than  any  other  Judge,  llieir  pre-ennnence  could 
confift  only  in  dignity,  not  in  authority. 

Let  us  fuppofe  the  Judges  in  all  the  courts  a- 
bove  mentioned  to  have  exc<  eded,  not  only  in 
talent .  and  integrity,  but  even  in  number,  all 
1 1?  Attornies,  Notaries,  and  their  clerks,  who 
prefumed  in  tiie  Lower  Houfe  to  determine  xipoa 
^        F  -  the 
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the  validity  of  their  proceedings  ; — and  let  us 
iiippcfe  (fince  it  would  carry  an  appearance  of 
abfurdity,  If,  from  a  difference  of  opinion,  a 
fmaller  number  of  the  under  graduates,  in  the 
boundlefs  and  uncertain  fcience  of  the  law  fhould 
boldly  criminate  a  greater  number  of  the  higher 
orders  in  the  fame  profefTion,)  that  the  Lower 
Koufe  fhould  not  at  once  venture  to  profecute  all 
the  Judges,  v/hom  by  neceflary  and  unavoidable 
implication,  they  had  declared  to  be  guilty,  but 
fhould  felect,  as  objedls  of  impeachment,  only 
two  Chief  Juflices,  "whofe  removal  c:  uld  be  no 
moreneceffaryjOr  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Ireland,  tlu.n  the  removal  of  all  their  i  fTociates 
in  imputed  iniquity.  Would  not  fo  partial  a 
ineafure  appear  ridiculous  when  it  fhould  be  con- 
fidered  that  the  "  |  atriots''  would  have  left  all 
their  fellow  fubjects  flill  expofed  to  the  pretend- 
ed tyranny  of  the  remaining  judges,  which  they 
might  have  hoped  to  prevent,  if  they  had  acted 
with  proper  confiflency,  and  had  impeached  all 
the  Chief  and  puifne  Judges  of  the  bench  and 
of  appeals  "  eninasse^\  '  Would  it  not  in  confe- 
quence  be  fuppofed,  that  the  feledion  of  only  two 
Chief  Juftices,  as  the  immediate  victims,  was 
made  nierely  to  prevent  the  toO'  early  and  com- 
plete difplay  of  the  defigns  of  the  friends  of  the 
"  people,"  which  might  be  rendered  more  dan- 
gerous, or  be  liable  to  more  obflrud;ions  in  the 
execution,  if  perfe<ft  light  fhould  be  allowed  to 
fliine  upon  the  entire  plan,  and  it  could  be  view- 
ed in  its  vvhole  extent  ? 

Under  circumflances  fimilar  to  thofe  which 

have 
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have  been  hypothetlcally  imagined,  Itwould  be- 
come the  imperious  duty  of  every  well  wifher  to 
his  country  to  expofe  to  deteftation,  the  inten- 
tions of  tne  pretenders  to  loyalty,  (a)  and  to 
break  in  their  hands  the  u-on  rod  of  oppreflion," 
a  fcourge  which  ti  ^ey  wielded  only  to  introduce 
confufion,  and  to  gratify  the  malignity  of  the 
mean  againft  the  high.  But,  however,  lauda^ 
ble  the  intentions  and  exertions  of  individuals  in 
private  might  be,  the  chief  and  rr^oft  efFedual 
liipport,  which  could  be  afic^rded  to  the  admin- 
iftraiion  of  the  laws,  vv^ben  attacked,  could  only 
have  been  expeffed  from  the  Reprefentative  of 
Majefty.    From  the  Viceroy  himfelf. 

Did  he  give  tliat  fupport  ?  Did  he  fhow  him^ 
felf  e-ven  inclined  to  proted:  thofe  worthy  fervants 
ot  the  crown,  without  whom  his  own  authority, 
if  he  remained  in  office,  would  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years  have  dwindled  into  infignificance, 

or 

(a)  A  celebrated  poet  has  represented  one  of  the  English  Mo- 
narchs,  expressing  sentiments  not  foreign  to  our  subject,  nor  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  his  successors. 

"  My  pious  subjects  for  my  safety  pray, 

"  Which  to  secure,  they'd  take  my  power  away. 

*'  Good  lleav'ns  how  faction  can  a  patriot  paint? 

My  enemy  still  proves  my  people's  saint. 
"  From,  plots  and  treason,  lieav'n  preserve  my  years, 

But  save  me  most  from  my  petitioners: 
"  Insatiate  as  the  barren  womb  or  grave, 

God  cannot  grant  so  much  as  they  can  crave  ; 
"  What  then  is  left,  but  with  a  jealous  eye, 
,  **  To  guard  the  small  remains  of  Royalty  ? 
*'  The  law  shall  still  direct  my  peaceful  sway, 
*'  And  the  same  law  teach  faction  to  obey  ; 
*'  Votes  shall  no  more  establish'd  power  control  ; 
"  Such  votes  as  make  a  faction  seem  the  whole  ; 

No  groundless  clamors  shall  my  friends  remove, 
*'  Nor  crouds  have  power  to  punish,  ere  they  prove^ 
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ji  would  have  required  for  its  fupport,  the  inter- 
pofition  of  the  military  arm,  and  the  pLyiical 
llrength  of  the  imperial  government  ? 

We  m.ake  no  affertions—we  draw  no  conciu- 
fions.— But  let  us  fuppofe,  tha<-  inftead  of  fucK 
meafures  as  became  the  Repreientative  of  Ma- 
jefty — the  Viceroy,  forgetful  that the  great  cari  r 
"  never  find  fafety  in  humiliation  ;  t'  at   pow-  ji 

er,  eminence,  and  conhderatiori,  are  tlungil' 

not  to  be  begged  ;  and  t-iat  tne  high  wno  fup-  |  \ 
"  plicate  fDr  favor  or  indulgence  from  the  mean^  \ 
"  can  never  hope  for  juftice  through  tberri (elves,"  \ 
had  fought  for  the  vain  fhadow   of  popalaricy^, 
by  facrifices  to  the  difcontented,  and  by  deferring  , 
the  caufe  of  order,  and  of  t  'iofe  wit  i  whom  from 
his  ftat^on^  he  was  connected  in  duty  and  iater- 
eft,  and  w.:om  from   honor  and  principle,  he^ 
IhoulJ  have  held  himfelf  bound  to  fupport. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  t:,at  no^":  fatifiicd  wiri]  being 
at  all  t'lnes  :\C'- xJXflr.e  and  fu.bmHiive  to  t' e  fac- 
tious, he  eveu  feduloufly  fough :  them  out,  and 
al'vays  accofted  tuem  with  encouraging  falutati- 
ons  ;  &  even  1  onored  (as  far  as  honour  could  be 
conferred  on  r> mother  by  one  w^ho  had  diiregard^ 
ed  it  for  him -  eif]  with  cordial  and  viceroyal  gree- 
tings, and  fqueezes  of  the  hand,  the  moft  male- 
volent of  the  crufaders  againft  judicial  authority 
and  regal  privileges*  Thus  practifmg  every  form 
and  meannefs  of  familiarity  as  a  part  of  the  fyftem 
on  which  the  dignified  fcru'£!:ure  of  his  populari- 
ty was  to  be  raifed.  But  what,  it  will  be  asked 
became  of  this  towering  edifice  of  Plebeian  fivor 
obtained  at  the  espence  of  fo  much  time  and  ho- 


nor,  anl  by  fo  many  facrifices  of  itidepeadence 
and  of  dignity  ?  Of  this  fair  and  frail  fabric  of 
delufion,  reared  in  the  funfhine  of  ^April  day, 
and  reil:iag  for  fapport  on  t  ie  caprice  and  fickle- 
nefs  of  faction  ?  VVhat  if  it  fhould  be  anfwer* 
ed,  that  its  tate  already  ftaad^  recorded  in '  words 
of  evangelical  authority,—^  The  ftorm  arofe, 

the  rains  beat,  the  floods  came,  the  winds 
^'  blew,  and  the  houfe  fell,  for  it  was  buiilt  upoa 
"  fand,  and  great  was  the  fall  t  lereof," 

Nerva  has,  perhaps,  too  long  prefamed  to 
occupy  the  time  of  his  readers  with  fuppofitions 
of  poiiibilities,  which  the  unreflecting  may  pre- 
tend t  j  be  merely  the  dreams^o^^^^^iglnation. 
But  if  the  dream  be  not  devoid,^it  miy  perhaps 
ftimulate  enquiry  in-^j-the  caufes  from  w  ience  it 
originated  ;  and  the  candid  and  impartial  will 
then  determine  whether  he  has  been  prefeating 
to  their  view,  merely  the  vifions  of  his  own  fan- 
cy, or  giving  too  faithful  a  pi(3:are  of  modern 
and  degrading  reality, 

NERVA. 


ERRATA, 

Page  13 — Lijie  14  from  the  bottom,  after  contemplation  read 

of  the  factions 
23 — Line  1,  for  for  read  from 

30 —  Line  2,  for  government  read  governments, 

31 —  Line  14  for  full  power  read  certain  knowledge. 

34 — Line  8,  after  voted  to  read  be ;  and  in  line  6  from 
the  bottom,  iar  in  Ireland,  rQa.d  of  Ireland 

38 —  Line  3,  for  have  read  having 

39 —  Line  10  from  the  bottom,  for  regno,  read  regne 

40—  Line  1,  fo  hi/  read  on     divX  hm  8^  for  diKention 

react  ^HiQrctiOii, 


